


A Message from Mike

Spotlight on the ÒPowers That BeÓ

Paris Board of Public Utilities

In operation since 1939, the Paris Board of
Public Utilities has provided Paris and Henry
County with outstanding service for over 63
years. Currently, the system provides power to
approximately 19,500 customers through 1,470
miles of distribution lines.
Paris BPU works with
commercial and industrial
customers through a Key
Accounts Program that is
aimed at maximizing

customer profits through reducing energy costs. A
key accounts executive works with industrial and
commercial customers to coordinate services for
increasing energy efficiency.

Paris BPU assisted a customer, a manufacturer of
passenger car and heavy equipment automotive
parts, in achieving a major reduction in energy use. 
The plant, which employs 1,200, used pressurized air extensively in the
manufacturing process. Using high frequency sound detection
equipment from TVA, air leaks in the pressurized system were detected. 
By finding and repairing the air leaks, the company was able to save
money because the central air compressor was in operation less often.
All this was achieved without any downtime. 
This is just one example of the innovative services Paris BPU uses to
maintain customer satisfaction and loyalty. Another innovative program
that Paris BPU customers have found advantageous is the leased
equipment program. Customers lease surge suppressors and lighting
equipment from Paris BPU so the customer has no capital expenditure
for these items. 

The Paris Board of Public Utilities also offers all the programs offered
by TVA, including: Growth Credit, Enhanced Growth Credit and the new
Green Power Switch. 

Providing innovative goods and services to their customer base has
allowed the Paris Board of Public Utilities to achieve an important goal.

ÒThrough the lease of surge suppressors, UPSÕs and for
our industrial customers Ð power factor correction,
our customers have been able to choose more and
more of our extra services,Ó stated Charles Perry,
general manager for Paris Board of Public Utilities.
ÒThese services allow us to keep our rates low.Ó In
fact, the Paris Board of Public Utilities has one of the
top 10 lowest rate utilities of the 158 power
distributors in the TVA service area.

ÒOur active Key Accounts Program keeps us in tune
with needs of our industrial customers. We want them

to know that their utility needs will be taken care of as long as they
remain our customer,Ó Perry said. ÒParis BPU is well-known for our
Key Accounts Program, and it is one that our customers really
appreciate.Ó

Maintaining their reputation for excellent service and keeping the
services offered by the Paris Board of Public Utilities in the forefront of
their customers minds is an ongoing goal of Charles Perry and staff.
ÒWith deregulation on the horizon, we at Paris BPU want our customers
to know that we are working hard to continue to be their first choice as
supplier,Ó Perry concluded.

What a difference a year makes.  Just in the
first quarter of this year we are already at
50% of the total of last yearÕs site visits in
West Tennessee.  Without a doubt we are
seeing more prospects in the region and
our general inquiries are increasing daily.
And weÕve got ÒproductsÓ to show them.
We may be at an all time high relative to
available buildings and speculative
buildings.  

JacksonÕs 150,000 square foot spec building was recently
purchased by Toyota supplier UGN of Chicago.  However, there
are still plenty of buildings in various sizes available throughout
West Tennessee.  Several new speculative buildings are in the

works - Lexington, Dyersburg, Paris and Somerville all are
planning to build soon. I encourage you to visit our website at
www.wtia.orgregularly to see whatÕs new on the market. Our
buildings and sites database is always up to date. 

For the first time in recent memory we have a considerable
number of very large buildings available.  Buildings ranging from
200,000 sq. ft. up to 630,000 sq. ft. are available and that
doesnÕt even include the inventory from Memphis!  So, if you
havenÕt looked at our website in a while or you want more
information about any of our buildings, sites or communities,
just give me a call.  The West Tennessee Industrial Association is
ready to go to work for you.

Toll Free: 800-336-2036 or email:mphilpot@wtia.org

The

What is your approach to site location
consulting?   
My approach is to aggressively represent the
client's best interests, while making myself
readily accessible to the communities and
states I am evaluating in order to make
certain that all important questions are
answered.  My goal is always to facilitate
"win-win" scenarios.

What services do you offer? 
My company offers the whole gamut of site
location services, including due diligence,
economic analysis, labor force evaluation,
coordination of permitting, and incentives
negotiation. We seek to thoroughly evaluate
both qualitative and quantitative issues.

What are the attractions of West
Tennessee as an industry location?
West Tennessee is geographically very well
located.  It makes good sense logistically for
a lot of projects.  The highway, rail, and
water transportation are all above average.  

Also, Tennessee is a state with a good
business climate and positive image
regarding attraction of industry.

What changes have you seen in the
area? 
I have had a fair amount of contact with West
Tennessee for 28 years.  The biggest changes
that I have seen are:
¥ Emergence as a major logistical hub
¥ Impressive expansion and diversification 

of the industrial base
¥ Upgrading of nearly all aspects of 

infrastructure.

What are your general perceptions of
West Tennessee?  
My perceptions are mostly positive.  I view it
as a progressive and growing region with a
lot to offer business and industry.  Due to
WTIA's influence, I also view it as a region
willing to join hands and cooperate.  This is
very important from a site location
consultant's standpoint.

What two things should a community
always do when working on a project? 
1)Provide information to the client that is
accurate and clearly presented.
2)Be able to make commitments quickly and
show that you can make them stick.

What are the top two mistakes
communities make when working on a
project?
1) Breaking the confidentiality of the project.
This is the worst deal killer I can think of.
2) Being unable to respond quickly with
credible, clear answers to questions.

Do you feel that instant access to
information on TVAÕs Site Selector on
the Internet has had an impact on the
regionsÕ ability to attract industry?
(tvida-siteselector.com)
Personally, I find myself using the internet
more and more to retrieve initial data.  The
regions and localities with a comprehensive
approach such as Site Selector will always
have an edge.

Bill Boyd, President - Citadel Site Location Services, Marietta, Georgia

Ð Charles Perry, General Manager

ConsultantÕs Corner

The Paris Board
of Public Utilities
offersÉGrowth
Credit, Enhanced
Growth Credit
and the new Green
Power Switch.

Megasite:
Somerville Industrial Park Ð Somerville, TN
1600 acres

Location is just one of the many advantages of the 1600-acre Somerville
Industrial Park, owned by the Henry Turley Company. 

ÒThe park is just 20 miles from I-40 and is adjacent to four-lane Highway
64,Ó explained Vivian England, administrator for the City of Somerville in
Fayette County, Tennessee. ÒNot only that, but the park is within an hourÕs
drive of the Memphis International Airport and the Port of Memphis.Ó

The size of the park is also beneficial Ð and industries wishing to locate
can purchase as little or as much acreage as needed. According to
England, the park is large enough to accommodate most industries that
would be interested. 

Infrastructure is in place in the Somerville Industrial Park Ð except for
sewer lines, which will be installed by spring of 2003. Utilities are
provided by City of Somerville Light, Gas & Water.

Additionally, the town of Somerville will be constructing a fire station in
the park and a new 500,000 gallon water tank has been built to
accommodate tenants. 

Megasite:
Airport Industrial Park Ð Jackson, TN
800 acres

Jackson, Tennessee in Madison County is home to the approximately
800-acre Airport Industrial Park, located adjacent to McKellar-Sipes
Regional Airport. The park is situated just off Highway 70, three minutes
from Interstate 40. All utilities are provided by Jackson Energy Authority. 

According to John Williams, CEO of Jackson Energy Authority, proximity
to Interstate 40 and the ready availability of electric, natural gas, water
and wastewater are two of the major advantages of the park. Utility
infrastructure is in place with the exception of final details Ð which
would be customized to industry locating in the park.

ÒElectricity is available up to 161,000 volts, high pressure natural gas is
available near the site, and wastewater treatment is available at 3 to 4
million gallons per day,Ó stated Williams. ÒThe parkÕs easy access to
Interstate 40 and McKellar-Sipes Regional Airport also make it a prime
location.Ó

Phase I Environmental Audit, Soil Borings and archeological
reconnaissance is available for the park.

Megasites continued from front


